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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadway.—Laixms or KiLLARNEY—
Yanzza Countasr.

BROADWAY THEATRE, Broadway.—Tus Livs In.
avL Par.

WINTER GARDEN, Broagway.—Hiwvmy,

WALLACK'S msl-;avl:'_ﬂ;m-ru.-lnnmﬂ
Fuianp.

‘OL‘I'II'ICI THEATRE, Broudway —Tuns Stuswrs or New
ORKE

NEW BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery.—Maxerri—
Biamsuak—Losorn's Wire

—ig

BOWERY THEATRE, Howery.—Damn Trorr—Micnaxy
Eanie,

BARNUM'S MUSBEUM. Hreondway.—Two Mawworn Far
Woskn—Laving Sketeroy—Dwanr—Leansen Sgat—lasre
Bor—Tun Union Prsosue—Day aud Bvening.

BRYANTS' MINSTRELS, Mrchanics' Hall, 472 Broad.
way. —ETHIOrAN bosgs, Dasvis, Bustksyoxs, &u.—Bioy
Parsuson,

WOOD's MINSTREL HALT, 514 Broadway.—Sraeem or
Nuw Youn—Tus 1'ray Bien—briuoriay Soxds, Daxos, &c.

SALLE DIABOLIQUE, 635 Rroadway. —Ronenr Hniien'
Eanaon's 1o Magic. . i : "

DODWORTH HALL, 808 Broadway.—Mg. Groxos Vax-'
DENHOVI'S HEADINGS,

VAN AMBURGH & COCS MAMMOTH MENAGRRIE,
B9 und bil Brosdway.—Open (rom i0 A M. to 0 F. M.

HIPFOTHEATRON, Fourteenth  streot. —EQuestrian,
CrMnasro AND ACLOBATIO  Extenraiyussrs—llanieguin
Brukui i

AMERICAN THEATRE, No. 44 Broadway. —BiLuurs,
Parrosians, Buniksauis. &o—Tue Magi Teuserr,

HOOLEY & CAMPRELL'S MINSTRELR, 1% and 201
Bowery.—30nas, Dazoes, Buntesgus, &o.—Hwgu Davpy,

NEW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, 618 Broadway,—
Open frowm 10 A M. UlLIG 1. M,

5.

New York, Wednesday, February 1, 150

THIN NI'TUATION.

Pesoe rumors agaip 0l the alr. Thero seems to be
good suthority for stating that the rebel Vice President
Btophons, aoccompanied by the rebel Senators R, M. T.
Hunter and Campbell, camo within General Grant's lines
an Monday, and were desirous of belng permitted to visit
Washington in an unoflicial capacity, in ordor to talk
matters over. Genernl Grout being absent at the timoe
thoy were detained untl his return yesterday moraiog,
whon they roceived permission to pass through his loes,
and are now undorstood to be on their way to Weshiog-
ten.

From Port Royal we have confirmation of the I
ton of Baltkolcher by a poption ef General Bhirman's
army, the rebels baving evacusted the place om the ad-
wanoe of the Unlon forces, and retreated to Ashepo, in
the direction of Charleston. A portion of Admiral For-
tar's fleat had arrived ip Charleston harbor,

Thore I8 vory little of importance from the Army of
the Potomac. Descriers roport that the enrmy are ro-
oonstructing the railroad destroyed by the Fifth corpa in
s raid to Hicksford, but are making slow progress.
Nooe of tho bridges destroyed had boeen rebuilt. The
large bridge near Weldon, North Carolios, was wwept
away by the lato freahet. Major General Warren has re-
turmed and resumod command of his corps. /

The rebol Goneral Price’s old army—the main body
of which is roported to be sl Fulion, on the Upper
Rod rivor—is ropresented to be in a terribly demoral-
lwod condition, suffering from starvation, cold and naked-
nes.  Generals Fagan's and Pamons' brigades—com.
prwing all the troops of Priec's army that have returnoed
to Topoka, from which place the Missouri expedition
originally set out—are at Camden, Arkansae,  The rebels
have an entire divislon st Grand Ecore, and are forti-
fying. General Kirby Smith's headquarters are still at
Bhroveport; but there is no large body of rebel troops
Shera. A division of rebel cavalry has lately heen sent
o Toxas, to be dismounted for infantry’ service. Two
of the fleet of stemmners which went up the Arkausas
river 10 Fort Smith were captured and burned by the
robale

We have further partienlars from Key West, Fla
relative to the loss of the United States sloop-of-war San
Facinto, Hle struck on s reel, bolween Green Turlle
Koy and No Name Key, early on the moroing of the 1st
uli, and biged. The officers and crew, (nciuding about
forty mick, wore all saved und landed ou No Name Key.
Fifiy-one of the erow, however, bad deserted. The eu-
tire battery of the vessel, Logether will stores, malls and
othor portalile propacty, Wi also saved. At last advice
e wireckers wore dismautling the San Jacinto, but wery
mot allowed to touch any portion of ber machinery.

The United States steamer Alabamn has arrived at
Hamptom Roads from New Inlet, N, €, having on board
s priconers ninety-one of the officers, crews and pus
sengers of the blockade rumnners Bleoheim, Charlotte
and Btag, captored by Admiral Porter’'s ficot In Cape
Fear civer,

A lotter, receivod at Roanoke Island, from s gentle
man residing in the Interior of Norih Carclina, states
fhat & large numbar of Unlon prisoners amd ciblzons,
many of whom had boen removed from Gebrgia and
Bouth Carolina, are now at Salisbury, N, €, suffering
from actual starvatlon, the number of deaths from thut
enuse alune averaging Afly per day. The writer urges
the Union suthorition to take inmediste stops for their
roleans.  Desertem from our own and the rebel armioa
are wandering sbout robbing citizens genorally of any
thing they oan carry awny.

The report of the evacuation of Moblle by the robels
published in yesterday's Hmawo, was recelved from the
Bagebip of the Union squadron off Mobile on the
#0th ult

N. B. Davis, the rebel bearer of despatehes from Rich
mond to Canads; and identified at Newark, Ohlo, s
Rooper of the Andersonyille ((n) prison, b been wou
tanced to be hung on Johoson's Island February 17,

The Supervisors’ committees, appointed (o confer with
tho Blats and Washington authoritles on the mubject of
the quota ealled for from this ciiy, left yestevday for
Albany snd Washinglon, for the purpose of conferring
with tho Btate Legislature and of presenling & prolest
against the arithmetic of Prowost Marshal General Fry.
Fhoy will strive to induce the nuthorities elthor to reduce
tho quota or Lo grant an extension of time. The Provost
Mambal haa fized the quotas of the difforont wards of
Prookiyn, comprising the Third Congressional distriet
Biztoon bundred and forly one mwen are ealled for

A meeling of luyal Georglans s W b Leld al the Conper
fastitnte on the 16th instant.  The call for the mesting
(Paton tbat the mignore hall the promise that the loyal

Pitisona of4bal Btate may soor Lo pariiitted o retura to |

their homemmnd again enjoy the prolection of the govern-
ment of ihe jUnited Blates with unmingled pleasare
Loyal cittzeas of the (nsurgent Blates are earnoutly in-
vited L@ llllll-_

CONGRESS.

In the 8 vesterday, rasolutions of the Ohlo Lagis-
Iature agulnst the passage of the Bankrups bill sud in
favor of repealing the duty on prioting paper, were pre-
sentod, and ordersd o be printed. The Secretary of War
having offieinily statod thit Gensral Hanks sad Genoral
Leo were before thy itied oo the Conduot of the
Weur, Mr. Wade look occasion to rectify the state-
ment, and wished i to be understodd that nolthor
of those officers were dotained from sotive dnly
by the eommittes, A bill providing for the extinction
of the Soheldt dues was reported and ordered to be
printed. Me. 8 r offered n culling on the
President for information regarding Mr. Blair's mislon
te Richmond, and Mr. Job lered » wubstitut
therefor. Buth papera wers ordered to bo printed, and
will come up to-dasy for consideration. A bill
authorizing s coutract for carrying the Californis
malls via the Isthmus, the comp fon nok to d
four hundrod thousand dollars for a semi-monthly, six
hundred th d dell for a tri-mounthly, or eight
hundred thousand dollars for u weekly line, was referred
to the Post Ofice Committee. The resolution sdvising
retalistion in (he treatment of prisoners of war was
amended, and fnally adopled by & vote of twenty-four td"
sixteen. The Senate then adjourned.

In the House of Roprescniatives, the eonsideration of
the Senate jolnt resolution prohibiting slavery through-
out the land by an amendment of the constitution, was
resumed, and after several opposition members had
given their views om the subject, the proposition was
ad spted by a vote of 119 to 68, being more than the re
quisite two-thirds, Upon the doclaration of the vale the
members of the House and a dense throng of spectalors
in the galleries, gave oxpresaion to their Joy io long and
voeiferous applause.

THE LEGISLATURE.

In the State Senale yostorday the bill to Incorporate
the Now York and Unlon Yacht Club was reported.  The
bills notic'd wers those to incorporale the State Tem-
petance Soclety, and for the construction of a pier in the
North river, New York. Bills were introduced to regi-
late the fees of pliysicinny and suggeons (n certaln cases,
and autherizing the Bupervisors of Now York to rilse
money to pay such boanty to volunteers as they may
doew proper. The State Bounty bill, which provides a
State bounty of three hundesd, four hundred and six
hundred dollars fur nne, two and three year men, pro-
luibits all local bounties, and anthorizing the orestion of a
dobt of thirty millions of dollars for the purpose,
wna adopted; also bills amenting the oharter of the
(ormun Savings Baok; clanging the name of the
Moore's Patent Fire Arms Company, and appropri-
nting two hundred thousand dollars for the rellel
of the sick and wounded soldiera of this State in the
service of the United States. The bills providing for the
sppointment of five' Commissioners of Appeals, and
amending the charter of the Brook Morcantile Li-
brary Association were taken up rdered to a third
reading.

In the Aesssmbly Mr. Reed introduced a bill to enable
the Boord of Supervisors of this city to provide means
to encourage enlistments and pay bounties to voluntoers,
which was referred to & apecial cominlttoe of three, Bille
toamend the charter of the Washington Insurance Com-
pany of New York; to § the tion of
supery2ors to three dollars per day; to legalize the orndi-
nance of the Board of Bupervisors of New York passed
Jane 25, 1864; relative to common sclools in this eity.
Mr. Van Buren reportod a bill for the better proteciion of
seamen i the port of New York.

MISCELLANE(QOUS NEWS.
The stemm=lip City of Cork, from Liverpool on the
18tk and Mrecnstown at 3:35 1. M. on the 19th uit, ar-
rived at this port yesterday. Her news has been uaticl-
pated.
We have dates from Havana to the 26th uit., and from
San Salvador to the 19th of Juouary. The news of the
full of Fort Fisher had resched Havana, and the blockade
runnors were decidedly blue in consequence. Onthe
234 a grand bazanr or charity fair was oponed at Havana,
in the presence of his Excellency the Coptain General,
The ohject i= the enlargement of the Orpban Asylum and
Inoreaso of its funds. The chief attraction lg o prize
given by the Countess Villaoneva of a set of diamonda—
disdem, oarringr, necklace and bracolot—svalued at
$17,000. Seiior Duenas has becn re-elected President
of the Ssn Salvadorean republic. The government of San
SBalvador has released the two pirntea who were arresteqd
on their way to take possession of one of the Callfornia
steamers, the tribunal declaring the government had no
right to punish them, although they confessed thelr guilt.
The British government has suppressod ita vice congu.
Intes,  The indigo trade is baoyaut; but the collon crop
has been somewhat injured by the ruins. At Jamalea
additional duties have been Imposed, e=peclally on
tobacco.  The prospects of the sugar crop of Trinidad
are good, In spite of excessive raing. A French man-of-
war had nrrived st Baota Lucia, and demanded the de.
livery of fonr desertorg from the French navy, which
was refused, the conrts declaring that the men were free
the moment they st foot on Eoglish soll,
The Hudson's Bay Company scld, at their hones in
Fenchurch steeet, London, on the 18th ult., 83,009 bew-
vor gkine, 491,975 musquash and 5,088 American rabbit.
Th o prices reall=ed wepe about ten per cont above those
obiniped nt¥ho corresponding sale last yoar, Tt forms a
siriling contrast to this somewhat primitive trade to
teartt that (ke company have already ahipped the tele-
graplie wire aml otier materials of the contemploted line
meroes the continent 1o British Columbla  The whole
wrran mente wre not yet concluded for connecting the
“Vue with the pearest paint in Canada, & #treteh of coun.
try lyiny besund e cxisting  setiled portion of Upper
Cattadas beiure the territory of  the gompany 18 reached ;
Lot probably me aiticully meed bo apprehended on this
"?{Jl‘f.
The Albany luvestigadpg Committee ore still engaged
upon the City lnspoctor’s Department, Mr. Thomas N,
Carr wit yesterday examioed at length upon his connee-
ton with and konowledge of the depariment, developing
pumo Interesting facls.  Other witnesses were examined,
with u view of showing how oMoer were sold.
The Coroner's jury In the late Washington tragedy
have returned a verdick (bat Andrew Jackson Bur.
ronghs eame to his death by a ball (red from a platol in
the hands of Mary Harrla,
A merchant, named Maxz Winternite, of Newoastle,
Pennsylvania, was brought to this city yesterday, on a
roquisition from Governor Fenton, charged with fraudu-
lently obiaining goods and merchandiae to the value of
$10,40% 10 from the firm of H. B. Cluflin & Co., on the
24 of Boptember last.  The pri was d 1o the
Tombs in dofanit of $20,000 ball,
The Coroner hns postponed his Investigation in the
Washington streot poisoning case until Friday morning.
No furthor destha are roported, and, with the exception
of the little girl nnmed Mary Morrison, who died, all the
supposed poisoned persons have recovered, and appear to
bein the enjoyment of perfect hedith,
Bamusl Miller, reslding at 117 Lewis street, committed
#nicide while in a state of pariial derangement by cutling
liis throat with a pocket knifo on Sunday last. The Coro-
nor was polilled, and an inquert will be bold Loiday.
According to the Clty Iuspector's report there were
404 deathis in the ety during the past week—a docrease
of 28 ar compared with the mortality of the week previ
ong, and 2 lesw than occurred doring Lthe corresponding
wook Lt yenr.  The deaths by smalipox nnmbered 20,
The stock market was hoavy yesterday and lower
Governments were firmer ln the morning, but lower in
the afternoon.  Gold was weak and excited, and after
opaning nt 211 closed at 2034,
The fall tn gold, wnder the ponce rumors, unsettlod
mercantile afales’ to & marked dogree, and rendered
valies of noarly everything entirely nominal, Forolgn
goneda were quiet, bt domestie produce weut down with
nrish Cotton, petrolenm, &e., were lower on "Change.
The dunr market was dall and 10c, u 200 lower, Whoat
dovlined 2o & e, with only A moderate busintes trans-
ncbed. Corn waa quiot, while oats were (n netive demand
and sirm. The pork market openod dull and lower,
bk clesod fitm, with an (nereased demnod.  Beef steady,
while lard was boavy and quiot. Whiskey tirmer and
more active.  Freghts dull bat frm,
The market for beof cattle was decldedly frmer, There
ware nol much more Whan Lall eattle snough, and prices
accordingly were advanced from 20, to 3o —ranging from
about 280, 10 36c , chinly 190, a 220, Milch cows wope
frmer—1lc. n 140, Fheep and lambs were nciive and
firmer, ranging from §8 60 to $13, with oxirme st & moch
higher fgure. Hoga wold st 130 n 14'e. The wial re.
ooijta were 4,488 breves, 8T cows, G10 yoals, 18 073 shoap
and lambas, and 1,737 hoga

The Crowning Event of the War—The
Constituiional Abelition of Hlavery
Throughout the United States.

The proceedings in the Congress of the
United States were signalized yesterday by one
of the most remarkable, important, desirable,
decisive and momentous events in the records
of this or uly'olhu of modern or an-
clent {imes. Woe refer to"¥0® vole—119 to 56—
in the House of Represeniatives by which the
conatilutional amendment declaring slavery
abolished and forever hereafter interdicted
throughout the United States passes from Con-
gresa to the final ratification of three-fourths of
the thirty-six States belonging to the Unlon.

The fith article of the federal oconstitution
provides that “the Congress, whonever two-
thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary,
shall propose amendments to this constitution,
or, on the application of the Legislatures
of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a
convention for proposing amendments, which,
in elther case, shall be valid o all intents and
purposes, as part of this constitution, when
ratifled by the legislatures of three-fourths of the
soveral BStates, or by conventions in three-
fourths thereof, aa the qne or the other mode of
ratification may be proposed by Congress.”
This is the constitution, and thatits framers con-
templated an amendmeont abolishing or affect-
ing slavery is apparent from the provise which
immediatoly follows—that “no amendment
which may be made prior to the year 1808 shall
in any manner affect” the African slave
trade, which, a8 & compromise with the
South Carolina planters and New England
slave tradors, was authorized by the constitu-
tion to be continued down to the year 1808.
Thus the authority and the intention of the
constitution are plain; and whether by State
eonventions or by the State legislatures, we are
confident that this amendment will seoure the
ratification of the three-fourths of all the States
required to make it o part of the “supreme law
of the land.”

The institution of slavery may thus be con-
sidered as abolished throughout the United
States, The experiment of a Southern confede-
racy, by war against the Union, and for the pro-
tection, perpetuation and expansion of Southern
slavery, has destroyed it. Otherwise, by ad-
hering to the Union, the rebellious States, or a
large portion of them, might have preserved
their “peculiar institution” for a hundred
years to come. Now the pressure of this ex-
hausting war has driven the rebel leaders to
the dreaded alternative of discussing the propo-
sition of abolishing slavery tosave the confed-
eracy. When they thus admit that slavery, the
cause of their rebellion, must be abandoned to
maintain their confederacy, they are but a siep
from the abandonment of their confederacy it-
self, alavery and all.

In this connection, we have some private in-
formation from Washington, communicated sev-
eral dnys ago, to the effect that the passage of
this aforesald constitutional amendment will be
immediately followed w another peace mission
to Richmond, or by a committee of peace am-
bassadors from Richmond, to treat for peace
upon the basis of submission to the Union. It
is somewhat remarkable, too, that on the very
day of the passage of the amendment in ques-
tion, a peace commission of three or four dis-
tingnished men from Richmond should be ap-
plying for a passage through our military lines
and o permit for a trip to Washington. It has
been further intimated to us that Mr. Seward
hns been exceedingly anxious for the passage
of this const tutional amendment as the initial
point of & great peace compromise with Jeff.
Davis, embracing a reconstruction of the Union.

We are piomised the most wonderful develop-
ments in this direction, In consequence of the
passage of this amendment. Assuming, how-
ever, that oll such promises rest upon idle
speculations, we have still abundant cause for
graiification over yesterday's work in Congress.
It puis an end to all tinkering abolition experi-
ments at Washington and Richmond; it ban-
ishes all doubts aa to the fute of African slavery
in this country; it settles the slavery question,
and removes that stambling block from Ameri-
can politics, North and South. It cuts off the
last pretext for European intervention in be-
balf of Davis, prepares a solid and endur-
ing platform for the reunion of the loyal and
rebellions States, and the enforcement of the
Monroe doctrine in an easy allinnce with all
the independent States of North and South
America.

Henoe we congratulate the American people,
North and South, on the grand snocess of this
great measure in both houses of Congress for
the constitutional abolition of slavery through
the length and breadth of the land, in every
place and forevermore. Congress rerponds to
the will of the people. Let the States now
ratify their work.

Lonis Napoleon's Mexlean Scheme and
the “Manifest Destiny"” of the Monroe
Doctrine.

The Mexican colonization scheme of Louls
Napoleon, under Dr, Gwin, late United States
Sonnstor from Californin, is & political move-
ment involving the grandest designs and the
most imporlant consequences, not only In re-
forence to the future of Mexico, but touching
the setilement of thia rebellion and the “mani-
fost destiny” of the Monroe dootrine.

What the Mexican schente of Louls Napoleon
‘Is we are no longer left altogether to conjec-
ture, Our Paris correzpondent, in his letler of
the 17th ultimo, throws considerahle light upon
the subject. He says that orders have been
sent to Marshal Bazaine to occupy the province
of Sonora in the name of France, and to hold
it as a pledge till the stipulated indemnity from
Maximilian should be paid up; that this means

» pormanent occupation by France; that the

San Franoisco, of Dr. Gwin's arrival in Sonors,
and of his appointment as colonial Governor
of that and several other States adjoining it
and of his plans and purposes. Nor can we
doubt that Dr. Gwin, as a California Senator at
the time, was thoroughly posied In regard to
Count Boulbon's expedition, and we dare say
that it was from that affair that the Doctor was
poized with the ides of achieving some day for
himself & more successful edventure in the
same direction. His mind and Napoleon’s had for
;ea;u been brooding over this enterprise, so that
when those two remarkable men were brought
together each discovered that he had found
the very man that he wanted. .

From these and other facts before us it is ap-
porent that the designs of Napoleon in this
grand Mexican colonisl enterprise, under Dr.
Gwin, comprebend the permanent ocoupation of
the richest mineral regions of Mexico a8 &
colony of France, and the settlement therein of
large bodies of adventurers from the United
States of Southern proclivities. Nor can we
doubt that an invitation from Dr. Gwin, as the
caplain general or viceroy of France over this
now colony, will attract to it thousands of ocon-
gonial gpirits, despairing of Davis and groaning
under Lincoln, not only from California, but
from Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Misgouri, and
overy other State, South and North, between
Mexico and the Canadas.

We shall not be surprised if, in
view of the impending downfall of Duvis
and hls confederacy, we shall hear
the news, with the return of epring, that
a mighty stream of Southern emigrants,
resembling the exodus of the Israelites from
Fgypt, is pouring over the plains of Texas,
destined for the promised land of the French
Imperinl-Mexican colony of Dr. Gwin. Why
not? Southoern society, communities, families,
institutions, business, everything, has been
broken up and threwn inlo chaos by this terri-
ble war. From theirsinking confederacy, from
the devastation, wrecks and ruin around them,
thougands of Southern men will be glad to
escupe to the inviting Jand of refuge opened to
them by Napoleon and Dr. Gwin. Tt is possi-
ble, under these circumstances, peace or no
peace, that before the close of the coming sum-
mer their new colony will be strengthened to
the extent of fifty thousand American soldiers.
And what then?

We may then expect a repetition of the game
of Texas. While that country wns yet a pro-
vince of Mexico settlers from the United States
were invited into it on liberal terms, We know
what followed. They poured in by thousands,
restless, turbulent, unfortunate and desperate,
but active snd enterprising men. They soon
built np a powerful community; but thus or-
ganized, the people thereof, in race, lan-
guage, religion, laws, customs and manners,
were different from those of Mexico. The
dominant race asserted its power, achleved the
independence of Texas, established a new re-
public, and then the people thereof annexed it
to their “old flag,” the flag of the Union. Bo
it will be with Dr. Gwin’s new colony. Over
the-Latin race therein the Anglo-American |
race will seon asseri its supremacy, and repeat
the Texas programmes.

Here, too, we strike the Monroe doctrine; and
as a powerful agency in bebalf of peace be-
tween our loyal and rebellious States, one of
the leading Richmond journals bas recently
presented this Monroe doctrine ns affording a
broad platform for the reconciliation of the
North and South. Now, considering the hope-
less situation of Davis and bis confederacy, we
believe that Mexico and the Monroe doctrine
may bé mude in reality the busis of reunion
and peace. Nor is it improbable that this will
be the solution of the rebellion and of all the
schemes and movemenis of Napoleon, Maxi-
milinn and Dr, Gwin, in Mexico. The passage
by the House of Representatives, by the re-
quired two-thirds vote, of the constitutional
smendment abolishing slavery thronghout the
United States removes the slavery stumbling
block out of our way in both sections. It does
this because this amendment will surely be rati-
fied by three-fourths of the States, counting all
the States of the Union, and becanse the rebel-
lious States must speedily now succumb. We
may now expect, therefore, an easy solution of
the preblem of peace, and then we shall see
the “manifest desting” of Mexico, under this
Monroe doctrine.

Tre Recext Decsion oN mim Basx Tax—
Its Eryecr o New York.—The decision of
the Sopreme Court of the Unlled States
declares unconstitutional and vold the act of
the Legislature of this State, passed in 1862,
assessing directly the capital of moneyed insti-
tutions, irrespective of their investments ip
stocks and securities of the Unitod Siates. This
detision disturbs malerially the existing system
of taxation, and most onerously affects the city
of New York. In 1863 the capital of banks
and insurance companies was nsscesed ot
eighty-eight million one bundred and sixty-
three thousand nine bundred and sixty-one
dollars; and the exemption claimed actually
amonnted to ninety million two hundred and
thirty-four thousand seven hundred and forty-
one dollars—showing conclusively that these
Incorporations bad invested a portion of their
profils and deposits in United States securities
ns well as their capital. From the records in
the office of the Tax Commissioners the in-
vestments of these institulions continued the
same in 1864, with the difference only that the
aggregale capital had increased to ninety-nine
millions of dolinrs,

The corporation of the city of Now York will
be compelled to refund the tax collected In
15863—unmounting to nearly a million of dollars—
and sirike off the assessment rolls of 1864 (now
in course of collection) one million six bun-
dred thousand dollars, being the amount
of their taxable liability. It is true
that the decision of the Supreme Court holds
that individual sharebolders are liable to taxa-
tion; but they will of course escape for the
years 1863 and 1864, the nssessment lista bhav-
ing been confirmed, and the individual assess-
ments determined and pald for those years. In
reference to the taxes of 1865, a serious difm-

Inrge proportion of the stook of moneyed instita-
tions is owned abroad, or in other Btates, and
oannot be reached by existing laws; and
against the balance held by our own citizens
within the State, the right exists to set off Indi-
vidual indebtednoss, thus seriowsly reducing
the taxes collected by this means.

The principle insisted upon in the Senate in

the recent discussion of the Bounty bill was
that the surplus oapital in the country found its
way to this city, and was invested in moneyed
ocorporations, which, while adding to our gene-
ral prosperity, contributed to our revenues by
its liability to taxation, and should to some
considerable extent, therefore, be held respon-
sible for the expenses incurred in other coun-
tice of the Btate in raising recruita, The de-
cision to which we have referred ocertainly ren-
dors this pretext no longer tenable,
Hereafter every citizen, whether he residesin
8t Lawrence or Richmond county, will there
alone be held taxable for his shares in corpora-
tions doing business in this city; and baving to
surrender this advantage, we should not be
held responsible for its enjoyment.

General Ben, Butler and Sir John Fal-
staffThe Hero of Gadshill smd the
Hero of Fort Fisher.

General Butler was ordered to report at
Lowell, and has, he says, “reported in full.”
By this he does not mean that he has done
what the War Department intended that he
should do, but that he has done just what the
department did not intend that he should do.
He very consistently perverts the phraseology
of the order to cover his private purpose. He
was welcomed at Lowell by his admirers, and
he e a speech there which he throws down
a8 his defiance—his “report’—to the army
authorities which sent him to that peaceful
place. He utters his speech and seems to ask
the department if it can stand that. We are
disposed to believe that it can. The speech ia
a lame and empty one. They who are good
at making excuses, it is said; are good at
nothing else. Butler, therefore, who is not good
at anything else, ought to be good at making
excuses, But he is not good even st that, His
speech rambles over a large part of his oareer,
and makes many explanations, many excuses,
stalements, and even jests; but not an exoli-
mation, statoment or jest that is not contempti-
ble, and not an excnse that is not as ridiculous
a8 Falstaf’s excuse for his action on Gadshill.
Fat Jack was a “cowanrd on instinet.” Waa it
for him to kill @he heir apparent? And Butler,
& coward on conscience, inquires in the same
triumphant style, “Was It for me to take Fort
Figher at such a sacrifice?”

Butler was particularly eareful to inform his
hearers that he wns not removed on account of
the Fort Fisher faflure. He did not tell whal
the real reason was, He knows it, however. It
is a groat secret. He has not “received per-
mission to divulge it.” Convenient circum-
stance! But when did Butler ever walt for
“permission” before this, He was complaisant
enough, however, to explain how it was that
he did not take Fort Fisher. . It seems that this
matter hns been misunderstood by every one.
The eapture of Fort Fisher was nothing—the
real achievement was to be able to go down
there and see I'ort Fisher and not take it. But-
ler's real struggle was not against the encmy,
but against the temptation to go at the encmy.
There they stood in their fort, and looked so
“gassy”’ that he conld hardly keep his hands off
them. It wns so impudent in them, ‘too, to
build their darned old fort right there on the
open beach, that it made him mad, and when
be thonght of it be could hardly keep his dan-
Wer down. Buthe did, though.

Hear it, oh, Bardolph, Nym, Pistol and Prince
Hall It was only on instinet that the tun of
man was a coward—the instinet that knew
royalty, though it came In the garb of a minion
of the moon, ready to cut purses. But the
doughty Ben goes a flight higher. He failed,
ran away, lett his enemy alone, not on in-
stinet, but by Divine assistance., He prayed
for it. All the time that he was in front of Fort
Fisher there was great danger that be would
give way to his weskness, and make a despe-
rate rush and take it. But he was all
the time praying to the Lord for strength to
let it alone. “The temptation”—these are his
own words—“was strong to take it;” but
he prayed “lead us not into temptation.” And
8o, though the “temptation was strong,” the|
Lord was a little stronger, and thanaged'to hold
Butler back. Therefore the enemy kept Fort
Fisher. It is wonderfnl, whon we come to find
it out, what herolsm it requires not to be a
bero. What greatness is hmplied in the faot of
being little. What strengih a man must bave
to resist the temptation to achieve greatness
and to remain’forever an infinite pigmy. Buta
man may not always be so strong, and they
had betler keep Butler away from the enemy’s
forta after this or there will be bloodshed— but
“three of a hundred and fifty left alive,” may
be!

But Butler has an ambition as to his epltaph.
He deaires that it shall be, “Here lies the Gone-
ral who saved the lives of .his soldiers at Fort
Fisher and Big Bethel.” Isnot this the un-
adulterated Chinese of heroica? But how many
soldiers did he save at Big Bethel? On the con-
trary, ‘Big Bethel was a uscless and stupid
glanghter. It was the massacre of many men
in the attempt to carry & worthless position. It
will be truer, then, to say simply, “Here lies the
General who saved the lives of his soldiers at
Fort Fisher.” That ls, here lies the general
whose thoughis, when in front of the enemy,
dwelt more on the fear of what the enemy
would do against him, than on the hope of
what he could do agninst the ecnemy. Here liea
the general who was cautions and stood still in
safety while others went through the iron storm
to success; the general who would not try to
oarry o fort that another general carried gal-
lnntly o few days later, and who then imputed
his failure to consideration for buman lfé. - “If
"twere not for (hose yillanous guns he would
himself have been a soldler.”

Bir John Falstaff is & reality in English his-
tory. Shakspere In that figure gives us the plo-
ture of & character that appears in all the great
elvil wars of England. And Samuel Butler, in
the figure of Fludibras, givesus tho same figure
brought down to a later period, clothed in the
garb and having tho manners and phrases of
another time. He is a brave soldier, vaunis
his achisvements immensely in his speeches,
and always runs away when there in likely to
be a row. He can lie with electric fluency, and
claim the achievements of others with an
effrontery that is sublime. He is peculiar in
person and in thought—a dlstorted form ond’
mind—the cxaggeration of all the peculiar

onlty exists, that should be removed by legiala-

Hon, eithor at Albany or Washington A very | good fellow in the day of good fellown. »

vices of the age in which he lives. He is &

Wrongs of the Premodfiated Draft—An
Our Quotas Heretofiore Fillod,
We gave in our columns yesterdny the re-

made upon us for twenty-ope thousand men.
The Supervisors' County Volunteering and
Bounty Paying Committee commenced opers-
tions in August, 1863. Bince May, 1863, and
inoluding which,the government have demanded
from the ocouniry, on various calls, one mil-
lion five bundred thousand men, the proper-
tion for the city of New York being fifiy-eight
thousand five hundred and eight men, every
quota having been filled by the committes, at o
total cost to the county of six millions seven
hundred and thirty-two thousand six hundred
and thirty-three dollars and thirty-eight cents,
or a trifie over one hundred dollars per man.

These are significant facts, and show how
falthful and industrious our commttee hawe
been in its successful endeavors to respond b
every fair demand of the government But
there is a different state of affuirs now existing.
Another oall for three hundred thousand mem
has been made, and the number demanded by
General Fry, in his communication in December,
from the city of New York, as a deflciency, was
four thousand four hundred and thirty-three
men. Even this was more than the books of the
committee showed wus due the government,
but it was assumed to be correct, and the com-
mittee went arsiduonsly to work to fill this quota,
when, presto, anothér order is received from
this incomprehensible public officer demanding
on this call fwenty-one thousand and nineteen
men! No one, not even the commiliee ilself,
goems to know on what this monstrous
demand is based. On the earlier calls
for five hundred thousand men our
quota was fixed at twenty-three thousand ome
hundred and forty. How Mr. Fry can oypher
ont our quota at twenty-one thousand and nine-
toen on o call for three hundred thonsand Is
beyond our ken. Thirteen thousand would be
pearer the truth. Bui he may arrive at these
figures (twenty-one thounsand and nineteen) by
taking from us our navul enlistments, on the
ground that they cost the county nothing. -
But this be cannot do without ignoring a
positive act of Congress, which declares that
all naval enlistments since 1861, not credited to
any district, shall be credited to the town or
district in which such emlistments were made.
This, though a most just law, was not instigated
by any New York influence. Other cities tham
this hoped to benefil by it, and bave done se;
but none so greatly perhape as New York. This
was her good fortune, agd not ber fault.

Mr. Blant, chairman of the committee, set
immediately at work to take advanlage
of this law of Congress by overhauling the
naveal enlistments made at this port, and he
luckily found the numbers very large, sufficieni
to fill our late quota, and & sarplus for some
future call over. The acta of our commities
were acceded to by the Provosi Marshal, and
our quota acknowledged by him to be com- .
plete, even after taking from us numbers suff-
cient to fill the quota of Kings county,
which he had, under the law, no right
to do. Now all this work, it Is msus
pected, is ignored, and these naval em-
listments taken from us after baving beem
conceded, and scatiered over the whole
country, and especially in distriots which have
been backward in filling their quotas, owing te
lack of vigor, penuriousness, or want of patri-
otism. But General Fry certainly bas no right, ne
power, to commit so gross a wrong as this, and,
while we stand fully credited with everysoldier
dsmuf&adolu,lhul soatter the accounts to the
winda, and force us at this late hour into & con-
seription to raise twenty-one thousand more
men.

This is an outrage on common sense, and its
palpable unfairness and injustice will lead,
we fear, to the most deplorable resulis
General Fry can know little of the sitate of
feeling his order haa created among all classes,
or he would pause, or the government would,
before atiempting to enforce this great wrong.
Our capitalisls are interested in this ques
tion far more than they appear to realize.
A conscription here takes from us twenty-
one thousand men mainly from the grest
middle class, the small traders, the
industrions and hard-working. The large
mass of floaling  population, those
myrinds of men who bave no especial ties
among us, will pot be eaught; they will all be
off. So will also large numbers of our wealthy
young men, while others will find subst-
tates. The draft would, therefore, deprive us
probably of at least fifty thousand able-bodied
men, most of them the very life-blood of this
great commercial city.

The mere common laboring man now gels
his two dollars and fifty cents per day for his
work. This is equal to seven hundred and
fifty dollars per annum. Take away fifty thou-
sand able-bodied men from among us, and i
is equal to abstracting thirty-seven and s balf
millions of dollars. The act is In fact a confls-
cation of property as well as & conscrip-
tion of men. This enormous demand upos
mhmn"‘a‘ unjust in snother aspoct;
it takos from us one-fifth (one man In
five) of our voling population, while
in most other districts in the State the propor
tion is about one in twelve or (hirleen, while in
Massachusetis it is one In seventcen! :

Look as we will upon this wonderfal
figuring of Provost Marshal General Fry, we
can find nothing to justify bis strange proceed-
Ings and vacillating course towarda this city—a
city which, as we have before said, has given
double the money of any other for putting
down the rebellion, and has sent o the field, in-
cluding our militls, over one hundred and
thirty-six thousand men. General Fry mus
review his proceedings, or the Becretary
of War and the President must for him.
The committee sent from here must be lis-
tened to, and where injustice and wrong-doing
is made palpable, let it be corrected. Do us
no wrong, and New York will do all that la
right As she has boen faithful beretofore, she
will be faithful still.

A Fizer von Evnore.—It has been stated
fhal the Navy Department intends sending e

Jacwe floet o Eurcge o olear out the forolgm




